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1. INTRODUCTION 

The Namibia Senior Secondary Certificate (NSSC) is designed as a two-year course 
following on the successful completion of the Junior Secondary Certificate. The syllabus is 
designed to meet the requirements of the National Curriculum for Basic Education and has 
been approved by the National Examination, Assessment and Certification Board (NEACB). 
The main sections are: 
• Aims 
• Learning Content  
• Assessment  
• Grade Descriptions 
 
The National Curriculum Guidelines, applicable at the stage of Senior Secondary Education 
(Grades 11 and 12) and at equivalent stages of non-formal education, as a part of life-long 
learning, recognise the uniqueness of the learner and adhere to the philosophy of learner-
centred education. 
 
The Namibia National Curriculum Guidelines aim to: 
• recognise that learning involves the development of values and attitudes as well as 

knowledge and skills; 
• promote self-awareness and an understanding of the attitudes, values and beliefs of others 

in a multilingual and multicultural society; 
• encourage respect for human rights and freedom of speech; 
• provide insight and understanding of crucial global issues in a rapidly changing world 

which affect quality of life: the AIDS pandemic; global warming; environmental 
degradation; maldistribution of wealth;  expanding and increasing conflicts; the 
technological explosion and increased connectivity; 

• recognise that as information in its various forms becomes more accessible learners need 
to develop higher cognitive skills of analysis, interpretation and evaluation to use the 
information effectively; 

• challenge and motivate learners to reach their full potential and to contribute positively to 
the environment, economy and society. 

 
Thus the Namibian National syllabi should provide opportunities for developing essential/key 
skills across the various fields of study. Such skills cannot be developed in isolation and they 
may differ from context to context according to the field of study.      Language contributes 
directly to the development of the seven key skills marked *. 
 
• Communication Skills * 
• Numeric  Skills 
• Information Skills* 
• Problem-solving Skills* 
• Critical and Creative Thinking Skills* 
• Self-management and Competitive Skills* 
• Social and Co-operative Skills* 
• Physical Skills 
• Work and Study Skills* 
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2. RATIONALE  

There are convincing reasons why German should be taught as a foreign language in Namibia.   
These may be summarised as follows: 
• the significant position of German in the history of Namibia, a linguistic and cultural link 

which retains its relevance and importance in contemporary Namibia; 
• the ongoing contribution to the culture of Namibia made by German speaking Namibians; 
• the educational opportunity for learners to acquire a foreign language as well as the 

languages of their own multicultural society; 
• the importance of German in the country's economy, especially in the areas of tourism and 

business; 
• the pressures of globalisation, which place demands on all nations to maintain and extend 

the range of foreign languages taught in schools. 
 
 
3. AIMS 

The aims of the syllabus are the same for all learners.  They are set out below and describe the 
educational purpose of a course in German Foreign Language for the NSSCO examination.  
They are not listed in order of priority. 
 
The aims are to: 
• develop the ability to use German effectively, accurately and appropriately for the purpose 

of practical communication in speech and writing within Namibia and all the countries 
where German is spoken; 

• enable learners to understand and respond appropriately to what they hear, read and 
experience in German; 

• enable learners to read and enjoy a variety of German texts; 
• develop a fuller awareness of the nature of language and language learning; 
• offer insights into the culture of the countries and societies where German is spoken; 
• encourage positive attitudes towards foreign language learning and towards speakers of 

foreign languages and a sympathetic approach to other cultures; 
• complement other areas of study by encouraging skills of a more general application (e.g. 

analysing, memorising, drawing of inferences). 
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4. OVERVIEW OF LEARNING CONTENT  (See paragraph 5.1 to 5.4 for more detail) 

4.1 GENERAL 
The Learning Content is the same for all learners.   There is a very close link between the 
learning content and the content of the examination papers.   However, they are not 
identical.   There are many desirable classroom activities which cannot feature in an 
examination.   The summary of the learning content in Section 5 should be read with this 
distinction in mind and with reference to the Assessment Objectives (Section 6.1) and the 
Description of Examination papers (Section 6.3). 
 

4.2 AIMS OF THE LEARNING CONTENT 
As a result of communicative approaches to language learning, language skills are taught 
in an integrated way, just as we learn and use language in real life.   Therefore, the aims 
of the four skills, Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing are integrated as shown in 
aims 1 and 2 below.   In addition aim 3 relates to forms of productive writing which do 
not necessarily require an oral or visual stimulus.   The aims are to: 
1) understand and respond, in speech and in writing, to spoken language; 
2) understand and respond, in speech and in writing, to written language; 
3) produce a range of different written text types; 
4) show knowledge of a range and variety of vocabulary (see Defined Content List) 

and apply accurately the grammar of German; 
5) demonstrate knowledge and understanding of aspects of the societies where 

German is spoken within the range of topics listed in Appendix A. 
 
4.3 TEXTBOOKS AND RESOURCES 

A variety of texts, including literary extracts, should be used in class.  The Textbook 
Catalogue published annually by NIED is a viable source of approved titles to choose 
from.  Schools may also use textbooks previously listed in the Textbook Catalogue but 
which do not appear anymore.  Examples of other viable sources teachers may wish to 
use are newspapers, magazines, listening cassettes, dictionaries, encyclopaedia and the 
Internet. 

 
 
5. LEARNING CONTENT 

The following section of Learning Content should be read in conjunction with the Defined 
Content booklet and the specimen papers.  The Defined Content is intended as a guide for 
teachers to assist in the planning of schemes of work, and as an indication of the language 
content which forms part of the exam papers.  The booklet contains: 
 
• A minimum core vocabulary list. The assessment tasks in Section 1 of Papers 1 and 2 will 

draw from this list. No item of vocabulary will be tested in those Sections unless it occurs 
in the defined list. 

• A list of Grammar and Structures.  This list is an expanded version of the summary of 
Grammar given in paragraph 5.4 of this summary of Learning Content. 

 
The Learning Content follows on from the Learning Aims set out in 4.2 above, as follows: 
 
Aims Learning Content - Skills 
Aim 1 5.1 Listening and responding in speech and writing 
Aim 2 5.2.Reading and responding in speech and writing 
Aim 3 5.3 Forms of productive writing 
Aim 4 5.4 Grammar and usage 
Aim 5 No detailed recommendations are made, but the Topic List (Addendum A) 

can be used as a general resource. 
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SKILLS OBJECTIVES 
Learners will: 

COMPETENCIES 
Learners should be able to: 

5.1 LISTENING AND 
RESPONDING IN 
SPEECH AND  
WRITING 

1. listen to and understand a range of texts • demonstrate that they can distinguish between the different sounds 
of German and relate these to meaningful information 

• identify the type of conversation they have heard, e.g.  greeting, 
instruction or discussion 

• understand spoken language which involves one or more speakers 
on any suitable topic 

• give an oral report of what they have heard 
 2. understand a speaker who has an acceptable command 

of the language  
• demonstrate understanding of the meaning of spoken information in 

context 
• extract specific detail in short announcements, narratives, 

descriptions, interviews, dialogues, instructions 
 3. listen  to and understand instructions • respond to oral information 

• follow directions 
• identify keywords in instructions 
• demonstrate understanding of oral instructions 

 4. summarise materials they have heard • extract main points from materials they have heard 
• use materials to give oral reports and take part in discussions 
• use materials and information they have heard to write summaries 

 5. understand intention, emotion and attitude • distinguish intention, emotion and attitude, as appropriate in 
materials they have heard 

• interpret intonation and stress 
 6. recognise significant variations in register • respond appropriately to levels of formality 

• recognise situations 
• recognise relationships between speakers 

 7. communicate orally in social interactions with people of 
different ages and status 

• speak clearly and confidently in response to other speakers, and 
actively seeking to take the initiative where appropriate 

• greet and give appropriate responses 
• take leave of people 
• introduce someone and be introduced at various levels of formality 
• initiate, sustain and close conversations 
• pay and respond to compliments 
• apologise 
• offer congratulations 
• make or cancel arrangements 
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SKILLS OBJECTIVES 
Learners will: 

COMPETENCIES 
Learners should be able to: 

5.1 LISTENING AND 
RESPONDING IN 
SPEECH AND  
WRITING (continued) 

7. communicate orally in social interactions with people of 
different ages and status (continued) 

• demonstrate understanding and be able to communicate ideas and 
information 

• respond to communicative input in an understandable manner with 
proper pronunciation, intonation and fluency 

• express themselves fluently with proper pronunciation and 
intonation  

 8. use language to request or pass on information and to 
accomplish appropriate communication 

• invite and accept/refuse invitations 
• demonstrate competence in adapting style to audience, context and 

genre, and using a wider range of language 
• ask for information or provide information upon request 
• ask for and give directions 
• place orders or ask for specific services, e.g. in a shop, restaurant 
• ask for permission 
• convey information about time, quantities, measurements, directions 

and areas 
• relay autobiographical information about oneself, family and home, 

hobbies and interests, future hopes and plans 
• describe Namibia and how festive days are celebrated 
• ask for information about a foreign country, e.g. concerning school, 

family life and how festive days are celebrated 
• respond to questions asked about a visual stimulus 
• make an oral presentation on a topic chosen from the Topic List 

 9. use the language to express and establish attitudes • express approval or disapproval 
• express pleasure, disappointment, anxiety 
• disagree politely 
• present or challenge a point of view or opinion 
• express and settle uncertainty 
• express boredom, fear, indifference 
• express surprise, regret 
• express thoughts, feelings and opinions in order to interest, inform 

or convince 
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SKILLS OBJECTIVES 
Learners will: 

COMPETENCIES 
Learners should be able to: 

5.1 LISTENING AND 
RESPONDING IN 
SPEECH AND  
WRITING (continued) 

10. use the language to establish and describe relationships 
within realistic situations 

• evaluate, appreciate, classify, choose, oppose, link, give 
alternatives, compare an object/a person 

• present a succession of events, facts 
• explain goals, causes, consequences, conditions 
• express possession, possibilities, probabilities, habits (past and 

present) 
 11. participate in group discussions and collaborative 

activities 
• respond to unprepared questions in general conversation on 

appropriate topics of interest 
• perform role-playing tasks which involve both taking the initiative 

and responding to questions, with both strangers and friends 
• express themselves on the basis of a stimulus in German such as 

brochures, leaflets, plans 
• report, express opinions and respond to questions on a topic of their 

own choice 
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SKILLS OBJECTIVES 
Learners will: 

COMPETENCIES 
Learners should be able to: 

5.2 READING AND 
RESPONDING IN 
SPEECH AND 
WRITING 

1. read and understand different types of selected texts • demonstrate understanding of words and sentences within one or 
more short printed text on any suitable topic, including notices, 
narratives, descriptions, interviews, signs, by making use of 
authentic language material, by way of answering questions and by 
responding to instructions 

• demonstrate understanding of the meaning and the communicative 
intention of written language 

• follow and carry out written instructions 
• use and understand words and sentences within a short text on any 

suitable topic, narratives, descriptions, interviews, dialogues, 
instructions and signs by making use of authentic language material 

• show a global understanding of extended texts 
• provide information, expressing a point of view, reacting to written 

texts 
• produce a piece of written work using a visual stimulus 

 2. read with varying speed using a range of reading 
strategies 

• demonstrate the basic skills of skimming 
• demonstrate the use of reference texts 
• extract relevant specific information from such texts as brochures, 

guides, letters and forms of imaginative writing considered likely to 
be within the experience of and reflecting the interests of young 
people 

• scan for particular information, organise the relevant information 
and present it in a given format 

• read aloud with proper pronunciation and intonation 
 3. understand the literal meaning of a text • work out the meaning of unfamiliar words 

• deduce and interpret information 
• follow directions 
• respond to information received in written language 



NSSCO German Foreign Language Syllabus NIED 2009   8

SKILLS OBJECTIVES 
Learners will: 

COMPETENCIES 
Learners should be able to: 

5.3 FORMS OF 
PRODUCTIVE 
WRITING 

1. produce well organised and coherent pieces of writing • demonstrate ability to write different text types.  Such text types can 
range from single words to full sentences and include: 
- short notices or messages 
- postcards 
- invitations 
- advertisements 
- instructions 
- short informal letters 
- requests 
- electronic mail 
- posters 
- short reports 
- imaginative essays 
- informative essays 
- descriptive essays 

• demonstrate the ability to transfer information from one format to 
another 

5.4 GRAMMAR AND 
USAGE 

1. use linguistic tools for the promotion of comprehension 
and correctness of language 

• effectively use: 
- simple/complex sentences 
- simple syntax 
- declarative sentences 
- negative sentences 
- open/closed interrogatives 
- exclamations 
- sounds 
- tone and stress 
- direct and indirect speech 
- attributive style 
- infinitives 
- prepositions 
- conditional/cause structure with corresponding markers 
- vocabulary 
- punctuation 
- spelling 

 2. use gender correct language • use correct gender of nouns 
• use correct pronouns/personal pronouns 
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SKILLS OBJECTIVES 
Learners will: 

COMPETENCIES 
Learners should be able to: 

5.4 GRAMMAR AND 
USAGE 

3. use word classes • distinguish and use word class correctly: 
- nouns: plural, gender 
- pronouns: personal, indicative, interrogative, emphatic, 

reflexive, indefinite, relative, demonstrative 
- prepositions 
- adjectives 
- adverbs 
- conjunctions 
- verbs:  indicative, conditional, imperative, passive, subjunctive, 
infinitive, negatives, interrogative forms 
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6. ASSESSMENT 

6.1 ASSESSMENT OBJECTIVES 

The relationship between the Assessment Objectives and the examination papers is set 
out in the specification grid on page 15. 
 
LISTENING AND RESPONDING TO SPEECH AND WRITING 
Learners should be able to: 
LR1 demonstrate understanding of specific detail in short formal and informal 

announcements 
LR2 demonstrate understanding of gist and detail in conversations and discussions 

of varying length 
LR3 identify the important points or themes in material that is heard, e.g. 

interviews, reports 
LR4 identify attitudes, emotions and ideas expressed in material that is heard 
LR5 draw conclusions from material heard and identify relationships between 

ideas 
LR6 participate in a conversation in German using an appropriate level of 

pronunciation and intonation 
LR7 respond in speech to questions asked about a picture 
LR8 make an oral presentation on a topic of their choice 
LR9 respond to unprepared questions on a topic of their choice 
 
READING AND RESPONDING IN WRITING 
Learners should be able to: 
RR1 demonstrate understanding of words within texts of varying length 
RR2 extract relevant specific information from a range of written texts  
RR3 show general understanding of more extended texts 
RR4 scan for particular information and identify important points and themes 
RR5 organise relevant information and present it in a given format 
RR6 draw conclusions from an extended text 
RR7 write texts of varying length in response to visual or verbal guidance 
RR8 respond in writing to questions asked on a written text 
 
PRODUCTIVE WRITING 
Learners should be able to: 
W1 express thoughts, feelings and opinions in order to interest, inform or 

convince 
 
Grammar and Usage 
Learners should be able to 
GU1 spell and punctuate  
GU2 demonstrate control of vocabulary, syntax and grammar 
GU3 demonstrate competence in manipulating language 
 
 

6.2 SCHEME OF ASSESSMENT AND WEIGHTING OF PAPERS 

Paper Component Time Marks Weighting 
1 Listening 45 min. 50 25% 

2 
Reading   (50%) 

2½ hours 100 50%    and 
Writing    (50%) 

3 Speaking 15 min. 50 25% 
  TOTAL: 200 100% 
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6.3 DESCRIPTION OF PAPERS 

The tasks and texts set in Papers 1 and 2 represent a gradually increasing incline of 
difficulty from Section 1 through Section 2 and to the higher demands made by Section 
3.   Section 1 of Papers 1 and 2 draws material from a limited range of topics (A, B, C) 
from the topic list (Addendum A) and from the vocabulary and grammar in the Defined 
Content booklet. 
 
6.3.1 Paper 1:  Listening and Responding to Speech and Writing 

The aim of this paper is to test learners' listening comprehension skills and, 
therefore, as long as they clearly communicate the message, learners are not 
penalised for language which may be incorrect.   The mark is not awarded, 
however, if the language used is so inaccurate as to make the message 
ambiguous, e.g. if the word chosen indicates another meaning like Burg 
instead of Berg. 
 
A variety of question types is used in the Listening Paper.   These include 
objective questions, e.g. multiple-choice, box-ticking, matching exercises, 
grid-filling.   Where learners are required to produce written answers in 
German, it is important that they write briefly, relevantly and concisely.   
Answers written in any language other than German are ignored.   Half marks 
do not feature anywhere on the mark schemes. 

 

Paper Type of Questions Marks 
Paper 1 
Listening 

and 
Responding 
45 minutes 

Section 1 -  This section will last 10 minutes. 
1.1 Multiple-choice questions based on short recordings (one or two sentences), 

some involving two speakers, and concerning visual material such as line 
drawings. 

1.2 Assessment tasks chosen from a variety of possibilities, including gap-filling, 
note-taking, form-filling.   Short recordings will contain factual information 
about travel, weather, opening times, facilities available. 

[8] 
 
 

[8] 
 Section 2  -  This section will last 15 minutes. 

Questions in this section will be based on factual information contained in recor-
dings of conversations, discussions, simple radio programmes such as news, current 
affairs, interviews and reports. 
2.1 True/False questions (e.g. box-ticking) 
2.2 Questions requiring short answers  

[8] 
[10] 

 Section 3  -  This section will last 20 minutes. 
Questions in this part will be based on recordings of discussions between two or 
three people on a subject of mutual interest, such as: holiday plans, recalling of 
shared experience, future plans.   Questions will test not only factual information, 
but also the expression of agreement or disagreement, apologies or complaints, 
attitudes, emotions and ideas, as well as understanding the gist of the conversation.  
There will be two recorded passages.    
3.1 On the first passage a variety of tasks is possible such as gap-filling, multiple-

choice and matching tasks. 
3.2 On the second passage comprehension questions will be asked requiring 

answers in phrases or short sentences. 

[8] 
 

[8] 
 TOTAL FOR PAPER 1: 50
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6.3.2 Paper 2:  Reading and Writing 
This paper is constructed so that it is weighted towards Reading in Section 1, 
weighted equally in Section 2 and towards Writing in Section 3.    
 

Paper Type of Questions Marks 
Paper 2 
Reading 

and 
Writing 
2½ hours 

Section 1  
1.1 A range of visual stimuli such as line drawings, short advertisements, notes, 

with a progression in length of text from single words through to around 20 
words.  
All tasks require a non-verbal response. 

1.2 A text of not more than 100 words, with task, e.g. matching task, to test skim-
reading ability, tested by non-verbal response.  Learners must choose 6 correct 
statements out of a total of 8.  

1.3 A text of not more than 150 words.   Three tasks will be set on this text.   One 
task will require a non-verbal response, e.g. true/false or multiple-choice (5 
marks).   One task will require the writing of short answers for 3 or 4 marks.   
In the third task learners will be given a short definition and will be required to 
locate the German word in the text. 

1.4 A verbal or visual stimulus (5 items) will require a directed writing task in the 
form of a message, note or postcard.   A maximum of 40 words will be 
required for a total of 7 marks.  (Communication = 5, Language = 2)   

TOTAL FOR SECTION 1:

[10] 
 
 

[6c] 
 
 
 
 

[12] 
 
 

[7] 
 

[35] 
 Section 2 

2.1 Learners will read a longer text (200-250 words).   Task 1 will require learners 
to answer comprehension questions on the text.   10 Marks are available for 
comprehension.  Some questions will require manipulation of language.   
Quality of language will be marked globally on a scale of 1-5.  (See 
Addendum D) 

2.2 Task 2 is a directed writing task.   Learners will write a simple letter or report 
(80-100 words) following the instructions given on the paper, and requiring 
them to ask  for information, give personal information, report an event.   10 
Marks are  available for communication and quality of language will be 
marked globally on a scale of 1-5.  (See Addendum D)       

TOTAL FOR SECTION 2:

[15] 
 
 
 

[15] 
 

[30] 
 Section 3 

3.1 Learners will read a text of around 100 words which requires a response.  Such 
a text could be a letter requiring information, an advertisement asking for 
readers to write in to an organisation, a newspaper article asking for readers' 
comments, a survey asking for biographical details.   Learners will write a 
passage of 80-100 words in response to this stimulus. They will demonstrate 
their mastery of the written language in a more extended and creative way than 
in the directed writing task of Section 2.   Learners are expected to 
communicate as accurately as possible and should make use of a wide variety 
of idiom, vocabulary, structure and appropriate tense and register.  Of the 15 
marks available for this piece of writing, 5 are awarded for the comprehension 
of significant content in the stimulus passage and the way in which that 
stimulus is incorporated into the answer; 10 are awarded for the quality of the 
written language and register/sense of audience.  (Addendum D) 

3.2 Learners will write one essay of 120-140 words, chosen from three essay titles 
proposed, (informative, imaginative, descriptive or narrative).  5 Marks are 
available for content and 15 for quality of written language. (See Addendum 
D)  

TOTAL FOR SECTION 3:

[15] 
 
 

[20] 
 

[35]
 TOTAL FOR PAPER 2: 100 
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6.3.3 Paper 3: Speaking 
 

Paper Type of Questions Marks 
Paper 3 
Speaking 

± 15 
minutes 

The speaking test lasts 15 minutes and will comprise two tasks.  Before the start of 
the test, learners will have 15 minutes to prepare themselves for the picture stimulus 
and questions.  During the preparation they may make short notes on a sheet of paper 
provided.   They may refer to these notes during the test.  The notes must be handed 
in after the end of the test.  See Addendum B for further notes on the Speaking test 
and the recording thereof. 
The sequence of the test is as follows: 
1. Short warm-up session (1-2 minutes) of personal questions (no marks awarded 

for this section) 
2.1 Picture stimulus. A choice will be made from 5 pictures.  The candidate 

responds to a series of short questions relating to the picture already prepared.  
2.2 Conversation developing from the picture.  The examiner pursues the theme of 

the picture so as to develop a conversation, asking the learner to develop 
certain issues and apply them to his/her own circumstances.  (5-6 minutes for 
picture stimulus and discussion.) 

3.1 Presentation of topic chosen by the learner from Topics A-E on the Topic List. 
3.2 Conversation developing from the topic presentation.  (5-6 minutes for  

presentation and conversation.) 
TOTAL FOR PAPER 3:

[5] 
 
 
 

[15] 
[10] 

 
[20] 
[50] 

 
 

6.4 SPECIFICATION GRID 

The following Specification Grid shows the relationship between assessment 
Objectives and Examination Papers 
 

Assessment 
objective Paper 1 Paper 2 Paper 3 

LR1 √   
LR2 √  √
LR3 √   
LR4 √  √
LR5   √
LR6   √
LR7   √ 
LR8   √ 
LR9   √
RR1  √  
RR2  √  
RR3  √  
RR4  √  
RR5  √  
RR6  √  
RR7  √  
RR8  √  
W1  √  
GU1  √  
GU2  √  
GU3  √  
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7. GRADE DESCRIPTIONS 

Grade descriptions are provided to give a general understanding of the standards of 
achievement likely to have been shown by learners awarded particular grades.  The 
descriptions must be interpreted in relation to the Learning Outcomes and Assessment 
Objectives set out in Section 4 of this syllabus, bearing in mind that learners are offering the 
subject at Foreign Language level.  The grade descriptions do not refer to performance on 
individual components of the examination.  The final grade awarded is based on overall 
performance in all examination components. Shortcomings in some parts of the examination 
may be balanced by better performance in others and the grade description provides the best 
fit.  These follow from the assessment objectives and are therefore grouped in the same 
sequence. 
 
GRADE A 
LISTENING & RESPONDING TO SPEECH AND WRITING 
A Grade A learner will be expected to:  
• understand gist and identify main points and detail in a variety of types of authentic 

spoken language, including more extended conversations   
• recognise points of view, attitudes and emotions  
• identify relationships between ideas and are able to draw conclusions 
• develop conversations and show an ability to take the initiative in an oral exchange 
• participate in discussions and narrate events 
• express and justify ideas and points of view, and produce longer sequences of speech 

using a variety of vocabulary, structures and verb tenses 
• speak confidently, with good pronunciation and intonation .  The message is clear 

although there may still be some errors, especially when learners use more complex 
structures. 

 
READING & RESPONDING IN WRITING 
A Grade A learner will be expected to:  
• understand gist and identify main points and detail in a variety of types of authentic texts 
• recognise points of view, attitudes and emotions and draw conclusions 
• show an ability to understand unfamiliar language and to extract meaning from more 

complex language 
 
PRODUCTIVE WRITING 
A Grade A learner will be expected to:  
• give information and narrate events both factually and imaginatively 
• express thoughts, feelings and opinions 
• express and justify ideas and points of view 
• produce longer sequences using a range of vocabulary, structures and verb tenses   
 
USAGE 
A Grade A learner will be expected to:  
• spell and apply punctuation almost entirely free of error 
• demonstrate excellent control of vocabulary, syntax and grammar 
• manipulate language without difficulty. 
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GRADE C 
LISTENING & RESPONDING TO SPEECH AND WRITING 
A Grade C learner will be expected to:  
• identify and note main points and extract details in a variety of types of authentic spoken 

language, including language spoken at normal speed.  The spoken texts include past and 
future events, and are drawn from a variety of topics which include familiar language in 
unfamiliar contexts. 

• develop conversations and simple discussions which include past, present and future 
events, involving the use of different tenses 

• express personal opinions and show an ability to deal with some unpredictable elements. 
The message is clear although there may still be some errors and pronunciation and 
intonation are generally accurate. 

 
READING & RESPONDING IN WRITING 
A Grade C learner will be expected to:  
• identify and extract details from authentic and edited texts, drawn from a variety of topics 

and which include past present and future events 
• understand unfamiliar language 
 
PRODUCTIVE WRITING 
A Grade C learner will be expected to:  
• express personal opinions and write about a variety of topics, involving the use of 

different tenses 
• use an appropriate register 
 
USAGE 
A Grade C learner will be expected to:  
• spell and apply punctuation mainly accurate 
• demonstrate a fair control of vocabulary, syntax and grammar 
• manipulate language to a limited degree 
 
 
GRADE E 
LISTENING & RESPONDING TO SPEECH AND WRITING 
A Grade E learner will be expected to:  
• identify main points and extract some details in a limited range of authentic spoken 

language   
• take part in conversations and contribute to simple discussions 
• show a limited capacity to express personal opinions.  The message is generally clear 

despite an increased incidence of error and despite problems in pronunciation and 
intonation. 

 
READING & RESPONDING IN WRITING 
A Grade E learner will be expected to:  
• identify details from a limited range of short texts 
• show a limited ability to understand unfamiliar language 
 
PRODUCTIVE WRITING 
A Grade E learner will be expected to:  
• write factually about a limited variety of topics 
 
USAGE 
A Grade E learner will be expected to:  
• spell and apply punctuation, but marred by frequent inaccuracy 
• have a limited control of vocabulary, syntax and grammar when writing simple sequences 
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GRADE G 
LISTENING & RESPONDING TO SPEECH AND WRITING 
A Grade G learner will be expected to:  
• identify and note main points from simple language spoken clearly at near normal speed 
• take part in simple conversations and show some ability to communicate simple ideas in 

straightforward language 
• pronounce words generally accurately 
 
READING & RESPONDING IN WRITING 
A Grade G learner will be expected to:  
• identify main points and extract some information from more simple texts  
• use the context to work out the meaning of unfamiliar words 
 
PRODUCTIVE WRITING 
A Grade G learner will be expected to:  
• write short sentences and communicate simple ideas   
 
USAGE 
A Grade G learner will be expected to:  
• apply spelling, punctuation and grammar generally inaccurately but main points are 

communicated nevertheless. 
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ADDENDUM A: TOPIC LIST 

Topic Areas Examination Topics 
Area A Everyday Activities   
 Home life and school Home life A1 
  School routine A2 
 Food, health and fitness Eating and drinking A3 
  Health and fitness:   A4 
  Sport                             A5 
  HIV & AIDS A6 
Area B Personal and social life   
 Self, family and personal 

relationships 
Self, family, pets, personal relationships B1 

 House and home B2 
  Leisure, entertainments, invitations B3 
  Eating out B4 
 Holidays and special occasions Festivals and special occasions B5 
  Holidays; getting around B6 
  Accommodation B7
Area C The world around us   
 Home town and local area Home town and geographical 

surroundings 
C1 

  Shopping C2 
  Public services C3 
 Natural and made environment Natural environment C4 
  Weather C5 
  Finding the way C6 
 People, places and customs Meeting people C7 
  Places and customs C8 
  Cultural traditions C9 
  Travel and transport C10
Area D The world of work   
 Continuing education Further education and training D1 
 Careers and employment Future career plans D2 
  Employment D3 
  entrepreneurship D4 
 Language and communication in 

the workplace 
Communication D5 

 Language at work D5 
Area E The international world   
 Tourism at home and abroad Holiday travel and transport (see also 

C9) 
E1 

  Geographical surroundings (see also C1) E2
  Weather (see also C5) E3 
 Life in other countries and 

communities, including those 
where German is spoken 

Places and customs (see also C8) E4 
 Food and drink (see also A3) E5 
 Meeting people (see also C7) E6 
 World events and issues Issues according to available resources 

and individual interest 
E7 
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ADDENDUM B: TEACHERS’ NOTES ON THE SPEAKING TEST 

ADMINISTRATIVE ARRANGEMENTS 
 
1. The speaking test takes place in the period before the written examination as stipulated in the 

timetable for October/November. Each centre decides on a convenient period within these 
dates for its speaking tests. 

 
It is important that the dates given for the completion of the speaking tests and the dispatch of 
the recordings and mark sheets to DNEA (see paragraph 6) are adhered to in order to allow 
sufficient time for moderation. 

 
2. In the interests of standardisation there will only be one teacher/examiner per centre. Each 

centre selects its own teacher/examiner. This is normally a teacher from within the languages 
department, but could be someone local from outside the centre. DNEA is not responsible for 
any fees agreed. Where a centre wishes to use additional teacher/examiners because it has a 
large number of learners, permission to do so must be sought from the language officer at 
DNEA well before the start of each oral examination period. If permission is given to use 
more than one teacher/examiner, internal moderation must take place at the centre to ensure 
that all its Speaking tests are marked to the same standard. The sample should include the 
work of each teacher/examiner and Individual Candidate Record Cards and Oral Assessment 
Summary Mark Sheets should be submitted for each teacher/examiner, with learners' names 
and numbers clearly entered. 

 
3. Confidential test materials are dispatched approximately two to three weeks before the 

assessment period. These should be opened four working days before the centre’s assessment 
starts and studied carefully by the teacher/examiner before conducting his/her first tests. 
Teachers/examiners who have prepared their own roles fully and are confident in what they 
are doing are better able to help learners who experience difficulty. Even when the materials 
have been opened, they remain confidential and must be kept in a secure place by the centre 
until the end of the examination period. Once the materials have been opened, the tests must 
be completed as soon as realistically possible. 

 
4. Each teacher/examiner will be required to record a sample of learners from each centre at 

which he or she examines. The teacher/examiner is asked to select and record ten learners if 
there is one examiner or five learners by each examiner if there are more than one examiner.  
This sample must cover as wide a range of ability as possible. Learners selected should be 
spread as evenly as possible across the range of marks (3 good, 4 middling, 3 weak): if there 
is a large range of marks, teachers/examiners should be especially careful to send tests spread 
across the range, not just the top 2, middle 2 and bottom 2. This will enable the moderator to 
check accurately the standard of assessment. The recording should be carried out in 
accordance with the instructions headed “Recording of learners” (see paragraph 8). The 
recordings must be sent to DNEA together with the completed two top copies of the MS1, a 
copy of the Individual Candidate Record Card and the Oral Assessment Summary Form (see 
paragraphs 5and 6). 

 
5. Three types of mark sheets are provided 
 

(a) An Individual Candidate Record Card is intended as a working document, on which 
the marks of each section of the test are to be entered in detail as specified in the 
marking instructions. This form indicates the break down of the marks in the different 
categories must be completed for each learner. The information/marks on this form 
must be transferred to the Oral Assessment Summary Form. 

 
(b) An Oral Assessment Summary Form will indicate the marks for the two tasks and the 

total for this component. Be very careful to check all additions. The names on this list 
must be in numerical order exactly as they appear on the MS1. 
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(c) The total marks should then be transferred to the Internal Assessment Mark Sheet 
(MS1).  

 
6. Despatch and return of mark sheets and recorded sample: 

 
(a) Mark sheets and recordings are to be returned to DNEA once all the speaking tests have 

been completed. The deadline for receipt by DNEA of these items is stipulated on the 
timetable for the examination. Do not wait until the end of the assessment period before 
dispatching them. 

 
(b) The first two copies of the complete Internal Assessment mark Sheet (MS1), a copy of 

the Oral Assessment Summary Form, the Individual Candidate Record Cards of the 
sample learners and the recorded sample must be sent to arrive at DNEA not later than 
the dates scheduled on the examination timetable. 

 
(c) Copies of all three types of forms are to be retained by the centre in case of postal 

losses or delays. 
 
7. Arrangements for the examination 

 
(a) Examination conditions must prevail in the area where the speaking test takes place, 

including the space set aside for a learner to prepare. Adequate supervision must be 
provided to ensure that each learner can study alone and in silence and that learners 
leaving the interview room do not communicate with those waiting to enter. 

 
(b) Learners are not allowed to bring in any notes for use during their preparation time.  

 
(c) Requests for special consideration for learners with specific problems must be made on 

Special Consideration forms. 
 

(d) Learners must be examined singly and not in pairs. No other person should be present 
during the examination with the exception of another teacher/examiner or an officer 
from DNEA. 

 
(e) As teacher/examiner you should be positioned so that you will be facing the learners 

when they enter the room, with a table between you and the learners. Please do not 
allow learners to sit in a position where they can see what you are writing on the mark 
sheets as this can be distracting. 

 
(f) In order to put learners at their ease, smile when they enter the room, and indicate 

where they should sit. A good teacher/examiner will usually send a learner out of the 
interview room smiling, no matter how good or bad the performance has been. Avoid, 
however, the use of expressions such as “very good”, which a learner may interpret as a 
comment on performance. 

 
(g) Please do not smoke in the presence of learners. Smokers should arrange for breaks in 

the timetable if necessary, and to smoke elsewhere than in the interview room. 
 

(h) Other recommendations: do not walk about or distract learners in any way (e.g. 
doodling or fiddling with papers, etc); always appear interested, even in mundane 
matters; never show undue surprise, impatience or mockery; never correct a learner. 
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8. Important points to keep in mind 
 

Learners should be expected to give natural replies to questions; their answers need not 
therefore be in the form of complete sentences. You should take care to avoid questions 
inviting simply “yes” and “no” by using a variety of interrogatives, e.g. When? How? Why? 
How many? How long? With whom? With what? etc. 

 
Questions should be adjusted to the learner’s ability. Learners should be prompted and 
encouraged where necessary and long silences should be avoided. On the other hand, do not 
interrupt a learner unless you are sure that he or she cannot complete the answer. Incorrect 
answers should never be corrected, nor answers supplied when none are given. Questions 
should be rephrased (rather than repeated) in an attempt to maintain the dialogue. 

 
The use of vocabulary or phrases from the learner's first langue should be avoided, except in 
the case of particular institutions, e.g. names of examinations, types of schools, etc.  

 
Beware of talking too much and giving the learner credit for what you have in fact said 
yourself. The onus is on the learner to show that he or she can converse adequately in the 
language, but at the same time it is up to the teacher/examiner to make sure that the learner is 
given every opportunity to do so by following up any opening given. 

 
9. Recording of learners 

 
Centres should ensure well in advance of the test that a suitable quiet – and, if possible, small 
– room will be available and that their recording equipment is in good order. Rooms which 
are too close to the playground, recreation room or noisy classroom are to be avoided. It is 
essential that unnecessary background noise should be excluded. 
 
Cassette recorders must be used and centres are responsible for ensuring good quality of 
recordings. The cassette recorder and the cassette(s) to be used should be tested in situ some 
time before the actual test, ideally with one of the learners. It is essential that new unrecorded 
cassettes are used. These will be supplied by DNEA. Where possible it is advisable to use a 
cassette recorder with external microphones so that separate microphones can be used for the 
learner and the teacher/examiner. If only one microphone is being used, it should be placed 
facing the learner. With a softly-spoken learner the microphone should be placed nearer to the 
learner before the start of the test. Adjustments to the volume control during an examination 
should normally be avoided. 
 
The recordings should begin at the start of Side 1 and care should be taken to avoid long gaps 
and extraneous noise. Both sides of each cassette should be used before beginning a new 
cassette. It is helpful if, at the end of examining on each side of the cassette, the 
teacher/examiner states “No further recordings on this side”. 
 
Recordings should not run from Side 1 to Side 2. 
 
Each cassette should be introduced in German on Side 1 by the teacher/examiner as follows: 
 
“Centre Number e.g. NAE09 
Centre Name e.g. King’s College 
Syllabus Number 1232 
Examination Name NSSCO German Foreign Language  
Name of Examiner e.g. Mr H Schmidt  
Date of examination e.g. September 15th 2007” 
 
Each learner should be introduced by the teacher/examiner as follows: 

 
“Learner Number e.g. 047 
Learner Name e.g. Jane Doe 
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Stimulus Number 2” 
 
At the end of the sample, please state “End of sample”. 
 
Once the test has begun, the cassette should run without interruption. 
 
On no account should you stop and re-start the cassette during the test.   
 
The contents of each cassette should be clearly labelled. 
 
Before the cassette is dispatched, spot checks must be made to ensure that every learner is 
clearly audible. Cassettes should then be rewound to the start of Side 1. 

 
10.  Structure of the examination 

The Speaking Test will last 15 minutes. For 15 minutes while the previous learner is being 
tested, the learner is able to prepare for the discussion on a picture which forms part of the 
test.  
 
The sequence of the test is as follows: 
 
(a) A short warm-up session (I-2 minutes) of personal questions (no marks awarded for 

this section).  
 

(b) Picture stimulus (5-6 minutes) 20 Marks – Marking Grid 1 (Addendum C) 
 
A choice will be made from five pictures. The teacher/examiner will choose one for the 
learner to discuss. The learner responds to a series of short questions relating to the 
picture already prepared. For 15 minutes while the previous learner is being tested, the 
learner is able to prepare the picture which forms part of the test. 
 
A conversation develops from the picture. The teacher/examiner pursues the theme of 
the picture so as to develop a conversation, asking the learner to develop certain issues 
and apply them to his/her own circumstances. 
 

(c) Presentation of topic chosen by the learner from the content list (5-6 minutes) 30 
Marks – Marking Grid 2 (Addendum C) 
 
Learners are required to prepare one topic only. Suitable topics might be chosen from 
Topics A - E on the Topic List (Addendum A). Learners should be encouraged to 
choose a topic in which they have personal interest. Learners should be encouraged to 
prepare different topics within the centre and should not be allowed to present ‘Myself’ 
or ‘My life’ as topics as these can become too general. Learners may use illustrative 
material, e.g. photos, if this seems appropriate to their topic, but are not allowed to use 
written notes of any kind. Learners must prepare a topic and present the title and draft 
to the teacher/examiner before the September holiday preceding the oral assessment 
period in order to prepare a constructive interview with each learner. 
 
The task will start with the teacher/examiner asking the learner the title of his/her topic 
and then to tell the teacher/examiner more about it. The learner must show quality of 
preparation, but must not be allowed to deliver a prepared monologue or a series of 
obvious prepared replies. This should last approximately two minutes.  
 
The next four minutes will be a discussion on the topic chosen by the learner. You, as 
teacher/examiner, must try to lead the learner into using a variety of tenses as learners 
who do not show that they are able to convey past and future meaning cannot be 
awarded a mark of four and above (See Marking Grid 2). In order to extend the learner 
as far as possible you should probe, explore, ask for explanations, enlargements, and 
descriptions (how? When? Why? Tell me a bit more about, etc). 
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ADDENDUM C1: MARKING GRID:  Picture Stimulus (Task 1) 20 marks 

Award a mark out of 5 in each of the 4 categories and add to get a mark out of 20. 
 

Marks Response to stimulus Comprehension & 
responsiveness Accuracy Fluency 

5 

Exceptional level of interest, 
response and understanding. 

No problems of comprehension. 
Prompt response to examiner’s 
questions. 
Very forthcoming in developing 
the conversation. 

Consistently accurate.  Only 
occasional minor slips. 

Has a very good feeling for 
the language and is able to 
express concepts fluently in 
appropriate idiom.  Negligible 
influence from mother tongue. 

4 

Good level of interest, 
response and understanding. 

Few problems of comprehension. 
Responds readily and without 
undue hesitation. 
Reasonably forthcoming, but 
tends to follow examiner’s lead. 

Accuracy generally good, but 
with more frequent errors than 
with the best learners.  Shows a 
sound basic understanding of 
grammatical usage. 

Has a good feeling for the 
language and shows 
competent use of relevant 
idiom.  Avoids significant 
influence of mother tongue. 

3 

Fair level of interest, response 
and understanding. 

Understands basic questions and 
concepts, but has some difficulty 
with more complicated ideas.  
Some hesitancy in response.  
Needs encouragement to develop 
topics. 

Shows a fair understanding of 
basic grammatical usage, but is 
prone to make many slips and 
reveal significant gaps in 
knowledge of grammar. 

Despite occasional fluent and 
idiomatic use, handling of the 
language is generally rather 
pedestrian and lacking in 
fluency. 
Thought processes and 
expression influenced by the 
mother tongue. 

2 

Limited understanding and a 
poor level of response. 

Has general difficulty in 
understanding.  Limited response 
to questions on a majority of 
topics raised. 

Generally inaccurate use of 
grammar, though still manages 
to get meaning across. 

Has little feeling for the 
foreign language and 
production is laboured and 
halting.  Much translation 
from mother tongue. 

0-1 

Fails to grasp the significance 
of the issues raised by the 
picture 

Severe problems of 
comprehension.  Very marked 
hesitation.  Extremely limited 
response. 

Lack of awareness of grammar 
even at most basic level.  
Errors constant and repeated. 

Has no feeling for the foreign 
language.  Production is 
mechanical and wholly 
lacking in fluency. 
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ADDENDUM C2: MARKING GRID:  Topic Conversation (Task 2) 30 marks 

Award a mark out of 5 in each of the six categories and add to get a mark out of 30. 

Marks Content/Presentation Pronunciation/Intonation Comprehension & 
responsiveness Accuracy Fluency 

Range and variety of 
vocabulary & 

structures 

5 

Full and well-organised 
coverage of chosen topic.  
Evidence of careful 
preparation. 
Includes ideas and opinions 
as well as facts. 
Lively presentation. 

Outstanding pronunciation 
and intonation, with only the 
occasional slight mistake or 
hesitation. 

No problems of 
comprehension.  Prompt 
response to examiner’s 
questions.  Very forth-
coming in developing the 
conversation. 

Consistently accurate.  
Only occasional minor 
slips. 

Has a very good feeling for 
the language and is able to 
express concepts fluently in 
appropriate idiom.  
Negligible influence from 
mother tongue. 

Extensive range of 
appropriate vocabulary.  
Able to use a wide variety 
of structures with 
confidence. 

4 

Good organisation of topic. 
Factual content good, though 
does not fully develop ideas 
and opinions. 
Evidence of careful 
preparation despite some 
limitations to the presentation 
which is somewhat stilted. 

Good pronunciation of 
individual words and sounds 
with a fair attempt at correct 
intonation.  Some mistakes 
and/or hesitation. 

Few problems of 
comprehension. 
Responds readily and 
without undue hesitation. 
Reasonably forthcoming, 
but tends to follow 
examiner’s lead. 

Accuracy generally good, 
but with more frequent 
errors than with the best 
learners. 
Shows a sound basic 
understanding of 
grammatical usage. 

Has a good feeling for the 
language and shows 
competent use of relevant 
idiom.  Avoids significant 
influence of mother tongue. 

Has sufficient range of 
vocabulary and structures 
to handle a reasonably 
mature subject with 
confidence. 

3 

Adequate organisation of 
topic. 
Limited range of facts 
presented. 
Few ideas and opinions. 
Presentation shows evidence 
of preparation but is rather 
pedestrian. 

A fair degree of accuracy in 
pronunciation.  Some attempt 
at intonation but quite a 
number of errors and 
significant hesitation. 

Understands basic 
questions and concepts, 
but has some difficulty 
with more complicated 
ideas.  Some hesitancy in 
response.  Needs 
encouragement to 
develop topics.

Shows a fair understanding 
of basic grammatical 
usage, but is prone to 
make many slips and 
reveal significant gaps in 
knowledge of grammar. 

Despite occasional fluent 
and idiomatic use, handling 
of the language is generally 
rather pedestrian and 
lacking in fluency.  Thought 
processes and expression 
influenced by the mother 
tongue.

Limited expression of 
ideas (but not ambiguity) 
caused by limitations in 
the range of 
vocabulary/structures. 

2 

Material thin and rambling; 
few facts and practically no 
ideas or opinions.  
Presentation dull/mechanical. 

Intelligible, but shows 
marked influence of mother 
tongue, very limited sense of 
intonation patterns and many 
errors of pronunciation. 

Has general difficulty in 
understanding.  Limited 
response to questions on 
a majority of topics 
raised. 

Generally inaccurate use 
of grammar, though still 
manages to get meaning 
across. 

Has little feeling for the 
German language and 
production is laboured and 
halting.  Much translation 
from mother tongue. 

Severe limitations of 
vocabulary/structures 
restrict discussion to a 
very basic level. 

0/1 

No evidence of organisation. 
Very few facts and much 
irrelevant material.  No effort 
to present in a way that 
engages the examiner’s 
interest. 

Very poor pronunciation. 
Many gross errors.  
Sometimes incomprehensible. 

Severe problems of 
comprehension.  Very 
marked hesitation.  
Extremely limited 
response. 

Lack of awareness of 
grammar even at most 
basic level.  Errors 
constant and repeated. 

Has no feeling for the 
German language.  
Production is mechanical 
and wholly lacking in 
fluency. 

Very restricted 
vocabulary.  Only forms 
simple sentences with no 
variety of structure. 
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ADDENDUM D: MARKING GRID FOR WRITTEN WORK (Paper 2) 

This grid should be used in conjunction with the more specified information in the mark scheme for a specific paper. 

5 10 15 Use of Language 5 10 15 Content 

5 9-10 13-15 
Confident use of range of sentence patterns 
Consistently accurate 
Good sense of style and idiom 
Wide range of vocabulary 

5 9-10 13-15 
Detailed information given 
Clearly relevant;  Good structure 
OR 
Creative, very imaginative development of theme 

4 7-8 10-12 

Attempts a range of sentence patterns, but 
not always with success 
Generally accurate but some lapses 
Some attempt at varied vocabulary 4 7-8 10-12 

Sound knowledge and generally relevant 
Some ability to draw conclusions 
OR 
Not the creative skills of the best learners but still 
shows an impressive ability to use powers of 
imagination 

3 5-6 6-9 

Sentence patterns are laboured or clumsy 
Some degree of accuracy but many more 
errors than in the higher bracket 
Some problems in using appropriate 
vocabulary 

3 5-6 6-9 

Some knowledge of chosen subject but not always 
relevant 
A more limited capacity to draw conclusions 
OR 
Makes reasonable attempt at chosen subject but 
shows limited flair in developing an imaginative 
subject 

2 3-4 3-5 

Consistently simple or pedestrian sentence 
patterns 
Persistent errors 
Limited vocabulary 2 3-4 3-5 

Knowledge tends to be sketchy and unspecific 
No attempt to draw conclusions 
Possibly major misunderstanding of title 
OR 
Limited capacity to develop an imaginative subject in 
a way that engages the reader 

1 1-2 1-2 
Only the simplest sentence patterns 
Very limited grammatical awareness 
Very limited vocabulary 

1 1-2 1-2 
No ideas which allow the learner to develop an 
imaginative subject 

0 0 0 Not applicable 0 0 0 Totally irrelevant * 
 
* If the content is totally irrelevant, no marks should be awarded for language use. 
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